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Peggy 

You know life can really be quite easy, if you don’t always let your emotions 

get in the way. When I was sixteen, I made a resolution. I had a girlfriend, we 

were talking in the Rockies, and the view, I can tell you, was something as we 

came over to Boulder, Colorado. And we had a six-pack right there on top of 

the mountain. And she was a good girl. I mean a really good girl. You could 

trust your life to her. And there that day we looked over the valley. We 

thought about our lives and relationships, and said, “Life can be, by will we 

can make it simple. From now on we are totally free. Let’s not ever mess with 

the bad things at all.” Now what’s sad is I saw her six months ago. She’s 

married to a lawyer in D.C, and he’s never there, he’s out overachieving all 

day, she doesn’t like him when he is there, and so she’s messing around, so 

that one day, she told me, she got this terrible pain here. She was really 

desperate. Into the hospital. She told me for the first time in her life she 

prayed. And I said, “Really, what was your prayer, Elise?” And she said, “Oh 

God, let it not be cervical cancer. God please. God, just do this for me. If it’s 

not cancer, I swear I’ll never cheat on Arnold again.” And that…I tell you 

that, when I come to write my novel about America, that will be it’s title: 

Cheating on Arnold. That will be it’s name. Because you see that is not what 

is going to happen to me. You understand? Because there is no need. Now the 

two of you, Victor, you, both slightly ridiculous, slightly contemptible, in my 

view, you see? Elaine will agree. That sort of behavior, men being jealous, 

men fighting, it’s out of date. Outdated, Stephen. Unnecessary, Stephen. I 

mean drop the bad behavior and you might get somewhere. 

 

Typed by: Tida Ngin 

2-15-06 


